Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, Assam I. The nature and scope of the problem Man, even in his most civilized state, is a creature endowed with remarkable powers of credulity, powers which operate sometimes to his advantage but generally to his undoing, and in no department of life are these powers more manifest than in those matters which concern his bodily health.
In a recent lecture on the subject of Obscurantism in its many forms Lord Horder (1938) pointed out that even in highly civilized communities the mysterious form of cure often makes a greater appeal than does a plain and logical statement of how a given disease may arise from some particular departure from physiological rectitude, and how the trouble may be set right. ' Whatasked Lord Horder,' is the secret of the quack's success ?' The answer he suggested is that the patient is induced to think as follows : The quack is not trained and he is not recognized by law; how clever he must be to be able to cure people! His power is a direct and supernatural gift; a power which, on that account, must clearly be superior to even the highest skill which comes from a long and painstaking study on [Feb., 1939 [Feb., (1908 The main protection of the public from exploitation must lie with the Legislature, and it [Feb., 1939 is to be hoped that a measure will be introduced before the problem has developed to unmanageable proportions, as appears to be the case in England, but there is much that we as doctors can do, by example and precept, to limit the effects of the tide of fraudulent misrepresentation which disfigures so much of modern commercial activity in the field of proprietary medicines and dietetic preparations.
The power of the press, in India, either for good or evil, is naturally limited by the extent of the literate population, but the Statesman? all honour to that journal?has lifted its editorial voice, the writer believes for the first time in the history of Indian journalism, against thc evils of the quack medicine tradeIs it too much to hope that other newspapers in India will follow the example ?
